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Agenda

• Education Development Center, Inc.
• What is a Digital Library?
• The National STEM Digital Library from the National 

Science Foundation (NSDL) : NSF’s vision & direction
• The GSDL: A new & unique vision (December 2002)
• Building the GSDL - Process, content, & relevance
• Questions & Comments - Your feedback!
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Education Development Center

• History of EDC, Inc. (1958)
– Newton, MA, 600 employees, 300+ projects, 20 countries
– International research and development organization
– Projects spanning preschool to professional education

“…to improve quality, effectiveness, and equity of education; and 
in turn improve quality of life globally for people of all ages.”
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Gender & Diversities Institute

• Objectives
– Developing gender-healthy education and schools
– Leveraging technology in the pursuit of equitable education
– Improving economic self-sufficiency of both women and men

• http://www.edc.org/GDI

“Improving the well-being of individuals and communities, especially 
women and girls, through innovative, gender-healthy approaches to 

life-long learning.”
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Digital Library vs. 
Traditional Library

• Instant access to digital information 
• Automated organization, searching, reference desk services
• Metadata - high level of information granularity
• Fragility of electronic items
• Access control, security, copyright issues
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Digital Library vs. Search Engine

• Highly refined and focused collection of items
• Increased accuracy of ‘hits’
• Cataloging/management of items
• Time-saving and effective searching
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-A Broad Vision

• National Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics 
Education Digital Library (NSDL)

• A STEM education portal (December 2002)
• K-12, undergraduate, graduate, life-long learning
• Formal and informal learning environments
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- Integrated 
Resources & Services

• FY 2002 - $25 million 
• 40 individual, interoperable collections
• 100+ other funded, research projects
• Seamless access to high quality, interactive materials 

supporting the best models of STEM learning and teaching
• Building a global community of learners
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Why Gender & Science?

• Gender issues often ignored or marginalized
• Gender issues seen as “women-only”
• Girls and women still avoid the sciences
• Boys and men often do not see women as active 

collaborators in STEM
• K-12 teachers do not know how to address the issues
• Undergraduate and graduate courses lack resources
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The GSDL

• Role of gender and diversity in teaching/learning
• K-12 & Higher Education
• Teacher preparation programs
• Womens studies programs
• Formal and informal learning environments
• Researchers, families, communities
• No fee for use
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Content

• Examples of what the GSDL will contain:
– Curriculum, lesson plans and classroom activities
– Research & course materials for undergraduate/graduate courses 
– Teacher guides for equitable science instruction
– Professional development and pre-service resources
– Global research on gender issues in science
– Evaluation and assessment tools
– Software applets, video and audio segments
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Moving to a New Vision

… Building a new kind of collection for the NSDL!
• GSDL is multi-disciplinary
• GSDL is a global collection
• GSDL links gender, race, ethnicity, disability concerns
• GSDL adds value as a lens to other collections
• GSDL integrates STEM education with careers
• GSDL supports gender-healthy education and work
• GSDL is a community building system
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How can the GSDL help you?

• Engineering professional
– Professional development resources, networks, societies

• K-12 educator
– Equitable models of classroom instruction
– Innovative lesson plans to engage students, especially girls

• Faculty member
– Same instructional issues as in K-12 environment
– Strategies for recruitment or retention of women in engineering
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How can the GSDL help you?

• Researcher/scientist
– STEM and gender equity research from the around the globe

• Parent, family or community member
– Homework help - interactive, science education sites for children, 
– Ideas for science projects, camps and special programs
– STEM career options, degrees, scholarship information
– Mentoring opportunities
… and much more!
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Contact Information

Sarita Nair
Project Director, GSDL

Education Development Center, Inc.
55 Chapel Street

Newton, MA 02458
Phone: 617-618-2164
Email: snair@edc.org

http://www.edc.org/GDI/GSDL
Or http://www.gsdl.org
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