
May provides a number of opportunities for Safe Communities programs
to take advantage of the resources and publicity generated by national
safety initiatives, as well as an opportunity for Safe Communities partici-
pants to attend an international conference at which they can hone their
programming skills, learn about important injury prevention research, and
meet their colleagues from around the world.

May is National Bike Month, which includes two emphasis periods (Bike
to Work Week from May 13–19 and Bike to Work Day on May 18).
There also are opportunities for Safe Communities programs to get
involved in community events in which businesses
compete to get the largest number of employees to
bicycle to work and programs in which experi-
enced bicyclists mentor novice riders about
safety. A Bike Month Organizer Kit is avail-
able to help people organize community
events that promote safe bicycling. For more
information or a copy of the Bike Month Organizer Kit,
contact the League of American Bicyclists: Telephone: (202) 822-1333; e-mail:
<mike@bikeleague.org>; WWW: <www.bikeleague.org/index.html>.

May is also Motorcycle Awareness and You Month. In
May, the Motorcycle Safety Foundation (MSF) will again
sponsor a satellite media tour, which will provide local
media outlets with the opportunity to interview motorcy-
cle-riding celebrities and motorcycle safety experts, and to
obtain pre-packaged video footage on motorcycle safety to

use during news broadcasts. The MSF also is  producing public service
announcements on drinking (targeted to motorcycle operators) and
motorcycle awareness (targeted to drivers of other types of motor vehi-
cles). For more information, contact Elizabeth Piper at (949) 727-3227, ext.
3077. An Idea Sampler of activities promoting motorcycle awareness is available
from the National Association of State Motorcycle Safety Administrators, 8251
Main St. NE, Suite 102, Fridley, MN 55432.
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May 13–19, 2001 is
National Transportation
Week, which promotes
safety for all forms of
transportation, including mass transit systems, trains,
and air transportation. For more information, call
(877) 558-6874 or visit the Official Transportation Week
website at  <www.ntweek.org/main.html>, which features
public relations material and a calendar of National
Transportation Week activities.

May 20–26, 2001 is National EMS Week. The theme
for 2001 is EMS: Answering the Call. As usual, EMS
week will feature local events sponsored by fire
departments and other emergency service providers.
An EMS Week Campaign Kit is available from the

American College of Emergency
Physicians and state EMS
offices. This kit contains logo
slicks, fact sheets, information

on how to promote EMS, and materials for educat-
ing the public about safety and emergency services.
Most of these materials can be used year round. For
more information, contact the American College of
Emergency Physicians: Telephone: (800) 798-1822; e-mail:
<customerservice@acep.org>; WWW: <www.acep.org/>.

May 16, 2001 is Operation Lifesaver Awareness
Day. In 1999, there were well over 4,000

injuries (including fatalities) involving
trains and motor vehicles or pedestrians.
Operation Lifesaver (OL) is a national,

nonprofit education and awareness
program dedicated to ending colli-

sions at highway-rail grade crossings
and on railroad rights of way. OL sponsors

public education campaigns, state and regional
programs, and national events. This year, Operation
Lifesaver Awareness Day will feature a
Congressional Award Reception at Union Station in
Washington, D.C. OL can provide speakers, statis-
tics, and educational materials to Safe Communities
programs who want to address this problem in their
community. Most states have an Operation Lifesaver
State Coordinator who works with trainers and vol-
unteers to deliver Operation Lifesaver’s messages on
highway-rail grade crossing and pedestrian safety.
For more information, or to locate your state coordinator,
contact Operation Lifesaver: Telephone: (800) 537-6224; 
e-mail: <general@oli.org> ;  WWW: <www.oli.org/>.

May 21–28, 2001 is Buckle Up America Week, dur-
ing which thousands of communities will address the
issue of occupant protection through a combination of
education and enforcement activities. And Memorial
Day weekend will once again offer communities the
opportunity to participate in Operation ABC
Mobilization: America Buckles Up Children, a
coordinated enforcement effort to locate, ticket, and
fine drivers who don’t buckle up children (or them-
selves). In April, a new planner featuring activity
ideas, press releases, drop-in articles, fact sheets, logo
slicks, and other materials for a successful mobiliza-
tion will be available. For more information on
Operation ABC Mobilization, contact the Air Bag & Seat
Belt Safety Campaign at the National Safety Council.
Telephone: (202) 625-2570; e-mail: <airbag@nsc.org>;
WWW: <www.nsc.org/airbag.htm>. For information and
materials on Buckle Up America, click on the Buckle Up
America logo on the NHTSA website at www.nhtsa.dot.gov/
or call NHTSA at (888) 327-4236.

Safe Work, Safe Play. Around the Clock: Tenth
Conference on International Safe Communities,
will take place in Anchorage, Alaska, May 21–23,
2001. The conference is sponsored by the
World Health Organization (WHO)
and hosted by the Alaska Injury
Prevention Center (home of the
Anchorage Safe Communities pro-
gram). It is co-sponsored by a num-
ber of organizations and agencies
including NHTSA. The event will feature injury-pre-
vention presentations in seven areas: children, elders,
the workplace, motor vehicles, home and leisure
activities, intentional injuries, and suicide.
Presentations will focus on research and program
development that address Safe Communities criteria
and promote community networking. The conference
will also host business meetings for new and potential
members of the International Safe Communities net-
work, the Working Group on Measuring the
Economic Burden of Injuries, and other regional and
international injury prevention networks. For more
information, contact Marcia Rom, Alaska Injury
Prevention Center, PO Box 210736, Anchorage, Alaska
99521-0736: Telephone: (907) 929-3939; fax: (907) 929-
3940; e-mail: <marcia_rom@hotmail.com>; WWW:
<www.alaska-ipc.org/>. n
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Many traffic safety messages
and strategies are designed
by people from urban

areas. We need to think about how
these messages and strategies should
be translated for rural communities.
We need to come up with culturally-
appropriate strategies and messages
rather than just assume those provided
by outside sources will be effective.

For example, people in rural areas
buckle up less than those in urban com-
munities. There are a number of reasons
for this. Many people in rural areas
drive pick-up trucks. People buckle up
less often in larger vehicles. Drivers can
get a false perception of safety when dri-
ving on a two-lane road in which they
can see for miles in every direction.

But this is also a  function of rural cul-
ture. People in rural areas have a strong
sense of self-reliance. They think they
can take care of themselves. They tend
to place a high  value on personal free-
dom. Legislation that mandates behav-
ior can be seen as a threat. Thus, strong
safety belt legislation has not been as
well received in rural areas as in subur-
ban and urban areas.

We need to identify the cultural values
of a community and develop messages
that support those values.  Rural

women tend to be the family caretak-
ers. They decide when a child is too
sick to go to school or when a family
member should see a physician. We
target these women with messages that
support the values of self-reliance and
caregiving. Instead of saying, “The law
says you have to buckle up your chil-
dren,” we would say “Buckling up our
children is how we take care of them.” 

Some strategies used in urban and
suburban areas can be very challeng-
ing to implement in rural areas.  For
example, .08 [Blood Alcohol Content]
is a very abstract concept, and rural
people tend to be concrete thinkers.
How do you describe .08 BAC so that
people know what you are talking
about?  Once, we set up a demonstra-
tion exercise during the legislative ses-
sion using a hospitality suite to show
people how much they need to drink to
go above the limit. Most people
haven’t had the opportunity to be test-
ed after they’ve had a few drinks. Safe
Communities programs can provide
that opportunity.

There are advantages to working in a
rural area. In a rural community,
everybody knows everybody else. In
urban areas, you may have to think
hard to identify the right people for
your coalition. In a rural area, you

probably already know who they are.
To expand your partnerships, you
need only ask those key people to join.
I can call the chief of police in every
police department in my area and get
that person on the telephone. I know
all the local reporters personally. If I
had to get a message out in Denver, I’d
wonder who to call to reach so many
people. In rural areas, everyone reads
the same paper and watches the same
local TV station. If I want to get infor-
mation in the paper, I make a tele-
phone call or stop down at the office.
The Safe Communities program in
Casper is on TV regularly  because
they have news, and the one TV sta-
tion there wants news. Getting the
word out in these situations is actually
very simple.

Another advantage in rural areas is the
sense that the people dying and being
injured in traffic crashes are real peo-
ple, not merely statistics. There is a
commitment to trying to make a differ-
ence.  These are tragedies that we need
to stop, because our neighbors, our
friends, and our family members are
the ones being injured or killed. n

Building Rural Safe
Communities
In these interview excerpts, Lorrie Pozarik, executive director of  Injury
Prevention Resources of Wyoming, talks about some of the opportunities
and challenges of working for traffic safety in rural communities.  



v Deschutes County Safe Communities
(DCSC), located in Bend, Oregon, has
undertaken an ambitious project to study
and map traffic crashes. Working with
state and county agencies, DCSC com-
piled statistics from a number of
sources, including the Oregon
Department of Transportation and
county sheriff’s office crash databases, the
county emergency dispatch database, and St.
Charles Medical Center Hospital discharge data. By
using multiple local data sources, DCSC identified the most danger-
ous intersections and road segments in the county as well as patterns
of crash characteristics important in determining how these types of
crashes can be prevented. In addition to location and injury severity,
DCSC explored the role of road condition, time of year, driver error,
age, alcohol, trucks, bicycles, and pedestrians in the county’s crash
problem. Using mapping software, DCSC created computerized
maps showing where crashes occur, why they occur, and their human
and economic costs. This provides a powerful tool, not only for iden-
tifying traffic safety problems and countermeasures, but for generat-
ing the public and political will to support these measures. For more
information, contact Deborah Hogan: (541) 317-3050.

v San Francisco: The year 2000 set a new record for pedestrian
fatalities in San Francisco. To address this issue, the San Francisco
Department of Public Health funded two neighborhood Safe
Communities programs. The neighborhoods chosen for these pro-
grams are those in which pedestrians are most in danger of being
struck by a motor vehicle. Both are densely populated, low-income
areas with active community groups well-positioned to create effec-
tive Safe Communities coalitions. 

........ National News ........
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Drowsy Driving

v 1,069 Safe Communities coalitions: The Safe Communities
Service Center (SCSC) recently announced that, as of January 2001,
there are 1,069 Safe Communities coalitions nationwide, surpassing
the United States Department of Transportation’s goal of 1,000 coali-
tions by the end of the year 2000.

These coalitions are led by a wide variety of agencies and organiza-
tions.  Over 200 have law enforcement agencies as the lead organiza-
tion. Approximately 225 are based in healthcare agencies, including
hospitals, emergency medical services, and public health agencies.
More than 150 programs are based in city, county, or state agencies.
Sixty are based in universities or school districts. Thirty are led by
Native American tribes. The remainder are self-contained coalitions.

There were only a handful of coalitions in 1996 when NHTSA and
USDOT began promoting the Safe Communities model of injury pre-
vention and control. If your coalition has not registered with the
SCSC, we encourage you to do so. Contact information for the SCSC
can be found on page 6.

v New Buckle Up America newsletter: In April 2001,
NHTSA will launch a new publication providing com-
prehensive news about its Buckle Up America (BUA)
program.  The four-page quarterly newsletter, called
Click, will highlight information about seat belts, child
safety seats, and the campaign to get more Americans to
use them.  Click also will recognize the local activities and
events undertaken by BUA partners around the country

and provide practical information and tips on what works and what
doesn’t in efforts to make seat belt and child safety seat use more com-
mon and more effective. Click will be available each quarter on the
Web at bua.aed.org (there is no “www” in the URL).  Those pre-
ferring a hard copy edition should fax a request to (202) 493-2062.

Drowsy driving is an important, but often unrecognized,
traffic safety problem. NHTSA estimates that drowsiness
contributes to more than 100,000 collisions each year,
resulting in over 1,500 deaths and 40,000 injuries.
Drowsiness increases the impairment caused by  alcohol.
Teenagers, professional drivers (including truck
drivers), military personnel on leave, and shift
workers are at particular risk.

NHTSA, in conjunction with the National
Center on Sleep Disorders Research, has
created a program to help employers, Safe
Communities coalitions, and other safety
advocates address this problem. The first
phase of the program, Preventing Drowsy
Driving Among Shift Workers, includes an
employer’s guide providing all the information
necessary to plan and implement a workplace pro-
gram to alert shift workers to the dangers of drowsy driving
and improve their sleeping habits, six 15-minute
PowerPoint training sessions, a video, brochures, posters,
and a sleep tip card. Materials targeting college students
and military personnel are under development. Materials
can be downloaded or ordered from the NHTSA website at

<www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/drowsy_drivingI/index.
html>,  or ordered by telephone at (888) 327-4236.

An important opportunity for Safe Communities programs
to raise public awareness of  drowsy driving is National

Sleep Awareness Week (NSAW), which this year takes
place March 26–April 1, 2001. NSAW, which is

sponsored by the National Sleep Foundation
and, this year, co-sponsored by NHTSA, is

designed to raise awareness about the
importance of regular sleep and the need
to address sleep disorders.  A tool kit is
available for community organizations
that would like to become involved in these

activities. The National Sleep Foundation
can also provide programs with a wealth of

other materials on drowsy driving, sleep, and
sleep disorders, including a PowerPoint presentation

on the dangers of drowsy driving, and a public education
brochure on drowsy driving, entitled Wake Up!. For more
information, contact the National Sleep Foundation  by telephone:
(202) 347-3471; e-mail at <NSF@sleepfoundation.org>; WWW:
<www.sleepfoundation.org>. n

.......... Local Notes ..........

(continued on page 5)



The Mission Safe Communities Project evolved from the 16th
and Mission Public Safety Mini-Taskforce, a coalition of resi-
dents, businesses, and agencies that addresses public safety prob-
lems. Mission Safe Communities used data from the State Wide
Integrated Traffic Records System (SWITRS) and the San
Francisco Department of Parking and Traffic to identify areas in
the neighborhood that are most dangerous for pedestrians. They
also conducted a number of focus groups among community res-
idents to identify the reasons these areas were unsafe. Project
Coordinator Ethel Newlin reports that resident concerns are
“variations on two themes.” The first is the difficulty of crossing
streets because of inadequate intersection controls, notably a lack
of marked crosswalks that would remind drivers that pedestrians,
by law, had the right of way. The second theme concerns obstruc-
tions on the sidewalks that force people to walk in the streets.
These obstructions include signboards for businesses and displays
by green grocers, illegal activities (including drug dealing and
prostitution), garbage, and encampments by homeless people.

The second program, the Tenderloin
Safe Communities Project, is sponsored
by Adopt-a-Bloc, a community-based
program focusing on public safety issues.
Like its companion program in the
Mission, the Tenderloin project is care-
fully identifying the needs of the neigh-
borhood using a data analysis and assess-
ment process. The Tenderloin project
plans to address the pedestrian education
needs of the neighborhood by assisting

community organizations that work with specific groups (includ-
ing seniors, youth, and the disabled) to build pedestrian safety
education into their regular services. But, as Project Director
Nicolas Rosenberg points out, the program also needs to change
the behavior of drivers: “Many people who drive through the
neighborhood are not from the neighborhood. They just commute
through it. They see the neighborhood as an unpleasant place.
They do not realize that it is a residential neighborhood and that
3,500 children live here.”

Both San Francisco programs have accomplished the first two
steps suggested by the Safe Communities model. They used local
data to identify problems and they organized a broad-based coali-
tion of government agencies, businesses, community organiza-
tions, and citizens. The programs are now developing implemen-
tation plans and seeking funds to address their problems using a
combination of strategies (including the “3 E’s” of education, engi-
neering, and enforcement, as well as policy recommendations).

For more information on the Mission Safe Communities Project, contact
Ethel Newlin at (415) 864-5205. For more information on the
Tenderloin Safe Communities Project, contact Nicolas Rosenberg at (415)
921-7320.

v In Indiana, the St. Joseph County Safe Communities pro-
gram is administered by the Healthy Communities Initiative of St.
Joseph County, a nonprofit organization that coordinates projects
and programs that affect a wide range of economic, environmen-
tal, social, and health issues. Tom Evons, who directs the Safe
Communities program, says  that the connection between Healthy

Communities and Safe Communities is a beneficial
one. He reports that the Safe Communities effort has
been able to bring together local organizations
which, in the past, would not or did not cooperate in
injury prevention efforts. One example is a Tie One
On for the Holiday (driving-under-the-influence)
program involving the fire department, school dis-
trict, and the local court’s victim impact panel. This
program, which seeks to reduce driving-under-the-
influence, was implemented at five high schools (with a total
enrollment of 1,500 students) prior to the Winter 2000/2001 holi-
day season. The Safe Communities program also works closely
with the local Drug-Free Community Council, another Healthy
Community Initiatives partner, to reduce alcohol use by teenagers.

In its work with local emergency providers and the St. Joseph
County Local Emergency Planning Committee, the St. Joseph
County Safe Communities program discovered that first respon-
ders were having problems with collisions at intersections. Safe
Communities is conducting a survey among first responders to
identify the most dangerous intersections in the county and apply-
ing to the Federal Emergency Management Administration to
obtain funds for transponders for emergency vehicles that would
trigger traffic signals to give fire trucks, police cars, and ambu-
lances the right of way at intersections and thus reduce injuries to
both first responders and the public.

The Safe Communities program is also working to ensure that the
increasing percentage of the county’s population that is Hispanic
is not overlooked in traffic safety efforts. They are working with
SAFE KIDS to recruit and train bilingual community members
as child safety seat inspectors. The program is also working with
the community of Mishawaka to bring child safety seat inspec-
tions to that community’s low income public housing project
whose Hispanic residents do not frequent the suburban malls
where most child safety inspections are held.

For more information on St. Joseph St. Communities, call Tom Evons
at (219) 234-0051. For more information on the Healthy Communities
Initiative of St. Joseph County,  see their website at <www.hcisjc.org>. n
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What’s New
at the 

Safe Communities 
Service Center

Visit the SCSC website!
Here’s what’s new:

Safe Communities Service Center
NHTSA Region VI

819 Taylor Street, Room 8A38
Fort Worth, TX 76102

(817) 978-3653 • Fax (817) 978-8339
Safe.Communities@nhtsa.dot.gov

www.nhtsa.dot.gov/safecommunities

1,069
Safe Communities coalitions as of 

February 2001

Safe Communities Calendar
March 2001: Zero Tolerance Means Zero Chances Campaign

March 24–27, 2001: National Lifesavers Conference, Denver, Colorado.
For more information, see www.lifesaversconference.org.

March 26–April 1, 2001: National Sleep Awareness Week

April 2001: Alcohol Awareness Month

May 2001: National Bike Month and Motorcycle Awareness & You Month

May 13–19, 2001: Bike to Work Week

May 13–19, 2001: National Transportation Week

May 16, 2001: Operation Lifesaver Awareness Day

May 18, 2001: Bike to Work Day

May 21–23, 2001: Tenth Conference on International Safe Communities, Anchorage, Alaska

May 20–26, 2001: National EMS Week

May 21–28, 2001: Buckle Up America Week

June 2001: Fifth Annual Native American Lifesavers Conference, Bismarck, North Dakota

July 1–4, 2001: You Drink & Drive. You Lose. Mobilization

September 10–14, 2001: Drive Safely Work Week

October 2, 2001: Walk Our Children to School Day

October 14– 20, 2001: School Bus Safety Week

May 2002: Sixth World Conference on Injury Prevention and Control, Montreal, Quebec

The Safe Communities Service
Center (SCSC) offers materials,

technical assistance, and advice to
Safe Communities coalitions as well
as to individuals and organizations

that want to start a coalition. If your
Safe Communities coalition has not
registered with the SCSC, please do

so, either by telephone or e-mail.


