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2001:
A SAFETY ODYSSEY
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The latter half of 2001 provides several opportunities to join with the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and communi-
ties around the nation to promote  traffic safety.

v You Drink & Drive. You Lose. Mobilization (June 28–July 6, 2001):
This year’s Fourth of July mobilization includes the week surrounding the
holiday. The 2001 campaign will feature a record
number of communities conducting saturation
patrols, sobriety checkpoints, and educational
events. A Guide for Planning and Publicizing
Checkpoint and Saturation Patrols and a Fourth of July mobilization supple-
ment, which includes press releases, camera-ready art, fact sheets, and
brochures, can be found on the NHTSA website at <www.nhtsa.dot.gov>.

v Drive Safely Work Week 2001 (September 10–14, 2001): The theme
for Drive Safely Work Week (DSWW) is “Pay attention. Buckle up. Safe

driving is a full-time job.” This year’s
DSWW reminds employees that seat belts
are the best defense against distracted dri-
vers. A DSWW 2001 Tool Kit containing

fact sheets and camera-ready flyers and art-
work is available from the Network of

Employers for Traffic Safety, who can be
reached by telephone at (202) 452-6005, by e-mail at
<nets@trafficsafety.org>, or on the Web at <www.trafficsafety.org>.

vWalk to School Day: On October 2, 2001, tens of
thousands of students, parents, and community leaders
will participate in this annual event. The Walk to School
Day USA website (www.walktoschool-usa.org) features
an organizing guide, flyers, logos, model press releases,
and related articles. For more information, contact Lauren
Marchetti by telephone at (919) 962-7412 or by e-mail at 
<lauren_marchetti@unc.edu>.



v National School Bus Safety Week (NSBSW): This
year,  NSBSW has been expanded to two weeks (October
14–27, 2001).  The National Association for Pupil
Transportation (NAPT) will coordinate a poster contest
with the theme Danger—Know the Zone. NAPT will also
offer NSBSW activity books and posters featuring last
year’s contest winner. For more information, contact NAPT
by telephone at (518) 452-3611 or visit them on the Web at
<www.napt.org/poster.htm>.

v Mobilizing for a SafeUSA: A Leadership Conference
to Reduce Violence and Injury in America: This conference,
co-sponsored by NHTSA and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, includes a transportation track enti-
tled “Safe on the Move.” It takes place at the Westin
Peachtree Plaza in Atlanta on December 3–5, 2001.
For more information, contact SafeUSA, P.O. Box 8181,
Silver Spring, MD 20907-8189. Telephone: (888) 252-7751; e-
mail: <asinfo@cdc.gov>; WWW: <www.cdc.gov/safeusa>. ■
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The National Organizations for Youth Safety
(NOYS) is a coalition of organizations and Federal
agencies committed to reducing injuries among

young people. NOYS works with agencies and organiza-
tions that serve or include youth to reduce motor vehicle
and other injuries and the behaviors that lead to these
injuries. More information on NOYS can be found on the
Web at <www.noys.org> or obtained by e-mail from
<forNOYS@noys.org>.

NOYS and NHTSA have combined to sponsor the first
National Youth Diversity Summit on Traffic Safety. From
July 26 through 29, 2001, approximately 1,000 teenagers
and adults will gather in Los Angeles under the theme of
“Youth Saving Youth: Celebrating Diversity!” Summit
participants will do the following:

NATIONAL NEWS:
NOYS Update

The Summit will feature the debut of two new resources.
The “Speak Out and Make NOYS” Project Planning
Kit helps organizations and communities define problems
affecting youth, collaborate with others in developing and
implementing action plans to address these problems,
evaluate the results of these activities, and share this infor-
mation with others. The kit includes a project manual,
sample projects, “how to” guides, banners and posters, a
ready-to-use media package, and a project planner that
helps keep track of important details and deadlines. The
kit is accompanied by a training video that walks users
through the materials and includes planning tips, project
ideas, personal testimonials, and footage of Speak Out and
Make NOYS activities. The NOYS Party Planner assists
youth in planning alcohol-free parties, prom events, and
New Year’s Eve celebrations, and shows how these events
can also be used to educate peers about safe and responsi-
ble behavior. Both resources can be ordered from
NHTSA by telephone at (888) 327-4236 or on the Web at
<www.nhtsa.dot.gov>. 

For more information on the Summit, contact Cheryl
Neverman at (202) 366-2696 or <cneverman@nhtsa.dot.gov>, or
Barbara Murdock at (301) 306-2017 or <bmurd1734@aol.com>.
Information can also be found on-line at <www.noys.org> or
<www.nhtsa.dot.gov>.■

Discuss such issues as underage drinking and drug use,
impaired and reckless driving, seat belts, and drowsy
driving, especially as they affect higher-risk popula-
tions, which include African Americans, Hispanics,
Native Americans, rural youth, and youth with special
needs

Develop action recommendations for agencies and
organizations involved in youth safety

Learn how to effectively communicate safety messages

Showcase successful youth-led programs

Hear from youth and civic leaders, corporate execu-
tives, and government officials

Participate in youth-led workshops and hands-on
activities that address traffic safety and foster decision-
making skills
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ACTS:
A New Data Tool

A major challenge facing Safe Communities coalitions is how to best
collect and analyze local data. Local data can help:

The Michigan Office of Highway Safety has developed a software pack-
age to make this process easier. Assessing Community Traffic Safety
(ACTS) is a Web-based assessment tool that helps analyze a community’s
traffic safety problems and identify the resources available to address
those problems. ACTS provides short surveys for key community groups
(including law enforcement agencies, courts, health departments, major
employers, schools, youth, and hospitals). The software combines survey
responses with crash and safety data to create a report on community traf-
fic safety assets and deficits. This information is then used to develop an
Asset Development Plan to help communities strengthen their injury pre-
vention infrastructures and implement strategies to reduce the toll taken
by traffic injuries. The process also strengthens coalitions by providing
participants with a common frame of reference, and attracting new part-
ners who can now clearly see the extent of the traffic injury problem as
well as their role in a comprehensive effort to prevent these injuries. Sue
Guggemos of the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning reports
that 35 Michigan Safe Communities coalitions have completed ACTS and
that assessments are underway in 23 additional communities. She main-
tains that ACTS was critical to the spread and strength of Safe
Communities coalitions in her state. ACTS, which is currently available in
fully operational formats for Michigan and Texas, can be found on the Web at
<http://townsafety.com/ACTSWeb/>. For information about adapting
ACTS for other states, contact Dr. Bill Donohue at Michigan State
University. Telephone: (517) 355-7580; e-mail: <donohue@msu.edu>. ■

define the nature of a community’s injury problem and reveal
what types of people are being injured and under what circum-
stances

muster the support and resources needed to address the problem

identify strategies to prevent injuries and reduce the severity of
the injuries that do occur

provide a baseline against which progress can be measured
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The U.S. Department of Transportation is
soliciting applications for demonstration
projects to create and evaluate cooperative
programs in which engineering, enforce-
ment, and education are used to manage
traffic speeds.

Each community selected for this project
will collect and analyze speed data from
selected roads; identify and reassign speed
limits based on these data; work with law
enforcement personnel to implement strict
speed enforcement policies; and develop
an effective public information and educa-
tion campaign designed to advise commu-
nity members about the project.

The Department of Transportation Speed
Management Team will provide financial
and technical support work to the
grantees, while the communities will focus
on local implementation and data collec-
tion.  A final report will summarize evalu-
ation data and discuss “lessons learned.”

The application deadline is July 24, 2001.
Specifics can be found in the June 1, 2001,
Federal Register (Volume 66, Number
106, pages 29855–29861) or on-line at
<frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/
getdoc.cgi?dbname=2001_register&docid
=01-13721-filed>. ■

Community “Speed
Management”
Demonstration Projects
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LOCAL NOTES sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

v The Denver Metro Safe Community Coalition covers
the seven counties of the greater Denver metropolitan area.
The coalition has launched the Buckle Up Every Time cam-
paign, encouraging part-time seat belt users to buckle up each
time they get into a car. The campaign seeks to create new
ways to gain the attention of part-time seat belt users. One
strategy suggested by focus groups is using motor vehicle col-
lision survivors and family members of part-time seat belt
users killed in crashes to educate others. Buckle Up Every
Time debuted at Denver’s New Year’s Eve Millennium
Celebration, as metro-area mayors proclaimed “increasing
seat belt use” to be a community New Year’s resolution.
St. Patrick’s Day provided another focal point. Denver
Metro Safe Community staff carried the Buckle Up Every
Time message to 80,000 people along the route of
Denver’s St. Patrick’s Day parade and to 100,000 others
who watched the parade on television. The message was
further carried to the local schools via two contests: High
school students created buckle-up public service
announcements, and elementary school students had
friends and family sign pledges to always wear a safety
belt when riding in motor vehicles; the best PSAs and the
class with the most pledges were rewarded. For more
information, contact Becky Sproul at (303) 436-7789 or
<becky.sproul@dhha.org>. 

v Gwinnett Safe Communities (GSC), based in
Lawrenceville, Georgia, spent its first year on the essen-
tial tasks of problem identification and coalition-building.
GSC established an advisory board that includes repre-
sentatives from the county departments of police, educa-
tion, health, and transportation; the University of
Georgia; and a number of local businesses, industry
groups, hospitals, emergency medical services agencies,
police departments, and nonprofit organizations. Several

types of information were used to help determine the
coalition’s initial focus. The advisory board provided
insight into the nature of the local injury problem. The
program epidemiologist used county traffic crash reports,
vital statistics records, hospital discharge records, and
emergency medical services trip reports to create a picture
of risk areas and the impact of motor vehicle crashes on
Gwinnett County. GSC conducted focus groups with
county residents (with special emphasis on senior citizens
and teenagers) and interviewed key informants. Based on
this information, GSC is focusing its initial efforts in three
areas: intersection crashes (especially those caused by red
light running), teen drivers, and aggressive driving. GSC
is now expanding its coalition, establishing subcommittees
on education, enforcement, engineering, and advocacy,
and preparing to implement prevention activities in the
three target areas. For more information, contact Leslie
Todorov at (678) 376-3200 or <LATodorov@dhr.state.ga.us>. 

v In April, the Region I NHTSA Office sponsored
Telling Your Story, a workshop designed to teach Safe
Communities coalitions how to market their programs to
foundations, government
agencies, businesses, and
other organizations that can
provide the resources a pro-
gram needs to become self-
sustaining. Thirty-five par-
ticipants from programs in
all six New England states
joined representatives from
NHTSA and faculty from
Education Development Center, Inc., the Safe
Communities Program of the Lower Naugatuck Valley,
and the Community Alliance for Teen Safety to explore
how creative marketing can help programs survive and
prosper. For more information, contact Christine Miara at
(617) 618-2238 or <cmiara@edc.org>. ■
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v Beginning Teenage Drivers is a pamphlet explain-
ing how crashes involving beginning drivers dif-
fer from those involving experienced drivers, and
how parents can help their teenagers become safe
motorists.

v Community “How to” Guides on Underage Drinking
Prevention is a publication series that offers guidance on
coalition-building, needs assessment and strategic plan-
ning, enforcement, prevention and education, public
policy, media relations, evaluation, self-sufficiency, and
resources.

v Improved communication is the first step in
eliminating divisions and building partnerships
between law enforcement agencies and the com-
munities they serve. A new brochure, The Traffic
Stop and You: Improving Communication Between
Citizens and Law Enforcement, seeks to clarify what
is expected from both parties during a traffic
safety stop, thereby helping to improve commu-
nication between the two groups, reduce the anx-
iety associated with a traffic stop, and increase
the public’s understanding of traffic law enforce-
ment. 

The publications described above can be ordered
from NHTSA at (888) 327-4236 and ordered or
downloaded from the NHTSA website at
<www.nhtsa.dot.gov>.

v Preventing School Injuries: A Comprehensive Guide
for School Administrators, Teachers, and Staff, written
by Building Safe Communities editor Marc Posner,
examines why and how students are injured in
schools and school-related activities (including
on their daily journey to and from school by fam-
ily car, public transportation, school bus, bicycle,
or foot). The book shows schools how to imple-
ment a comprehensive injury prevention and
emergency response program. Preventing School
Injuries is available from the major on-line book
retailers; it can also be ordered from Rutgers
University Press at (800) 446-9323 or on the
Web at <rutgerspress.rutgers.edu>. ■

Resources

v Child Safety Seats: Selecting, Installing, and Using is
a new feature on the NHTSA website, which provides
guidance on choosing, installing, and properly using child
safety and booster seats. It includes tips for correct child
safety restraint installation and use, a dictionary of child
safety restraint terms, descriptions of the child safety fea-
tures of recent motor vehicle models, and a list of new child
safety restraints and their features. Child Safety Seats can
be found at <www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/childps/
csr2001/csrhtml/index.html>. The NHTSA website also
includes a Child Safety Seat Inspection Station Locator that
identifies inspection stations by state or zip code. The loca-
tor can be found at <www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/
childps/CPSFitting/Index.cfm>. 

v The Safe Communities Website Customer Feedback
Form helps NHTSA learn about the activities in which
Safe Communities coalitions are involved, as well as the
types of assistance, training, and resources program staff
would like to have available. We strongly encourage read-
ers to complete this short questionnaire, which is located at
<www.nhtsa.dot.gov/safecommunities/feedback/>. ■

ON THE WEBNEW



June 28–July 6, 2001: You Drink & Drive. You Lose. Mobilization

July 26–29, 2001: National Youth Diversity Summit on Traffic Safety 

September 2001: Speak Out and Make NOYS Month

September 10–14, 2001: Drive Safely Work Week 2001

October 2, 2001: Walk to School Day

October 14–27, 2001: National School Bus Safety Week 

November 19–26, 2001: Operation ABC Mobilization

December 2001: National Drunk & Drugged Driving (3D) Prevention Month

December 3–5, 2001: Mobilizing for a SafeUSA 

December 15–17, 2001: You Drink & Drive. You Lose. Mobilization

May 7–9, 2002: 11th International Conference on Safe Communities, Fort
Frances, Ontario

May 12–15, 2002: Sixth World Conference on Injury Prevention and Control,
Montreal

Safe Communities Calendar
What’s New

at the 
Safe Communities 

Service Center
Visit the SCSC website!

Here’s what’s new:

Safe Communities Service Center
NHTSA Region VI

819 Taylor Street, Room 8A38
Fort Worth, TX 76102

(817) 978-3653 • Fax (817) 978-8339
Safe.Communities@nhtsa.dot.gov

www.nhtsa.dot.gov/safecommunities

1,086
Safe Communities coalitions as of 

May 2001

A link to the International Safe
Communities website, which provides
details on what’s going on around the
world in the area of community injury
prevention and control

Updated information on Hispanic Safe
Communities, including links to best
practices, new initiatives, and reports on
interventions designed to reach Hispanic
populations

New features on data resources, coalition
sustainability, and African American
Safe Communities are coming soon!
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