
Fall 2001 Volume 4: Number 4

National News

(continued on page 2)

In This Issue

National News ...............................1

Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge Appointed 
as NHTSA Administrator ..............2

Local Notes ......................................3

Help Us Serve You Better.............4

Resources..........................................5

Safe Communities Calendar.........6

The last quarter of the year brings several opportunities for local pro-
grams to become involved with national efforts to increase seat belt and
child restraint use as well as prevent impaired driving. Other news
includes the development of a five-year plan to increase booster seat use
and the appointment of Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge as Administrator of the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. More information
about Dr. Runge can be found on page 2.

Operation ABC Mobilization
The next Operation ABC Mobilization: America Buckles Up Children
will take place during Thanksgiving week (November 19–25, 2001).
Once again, police officers in all 50 states will be looking for adults who
don’t buckle up themselves or their kids, while Safe Communities coali-
tions and other organizations educate the public about the importance of
seat belts and child safety seats. This November, the Mobilization will
focus on teens and youth.

During the previous Mobilization, which took place over Memorial Day
weekend, 10,466 law enforcement agencies intensified enforcement of
seat belt and child restraint laws and conducted educational campaigns
in all 50 states. In the eight southeastern states, every law enforcement
agency participated in more than
15,500 checkpoints and satura-
tion patrols in the Click 
It or Ticket campaign (see
“Resources” for more informa-
tion on this campaign). This
effort produced an unprecedent-
ed 9-percent average increase in
seat belt use in the region.

The twice-yearly Mobilizations
are coordinated by the Air Bag &
Seat Belt Safety Campaign in
partnership with law enforcement, state highway safety offices, and
NHTSA’s Buckle Up America initiative. For more information, contact the
Air Bag & Seat Belt Safety Campaign at the National Safety Council. Telephone:
(202) 625-2570; e-mail: <airbag@nsc.org>; WWW: <www.nsc.org/airbag/htm>.
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On August 8, 2001, Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge was
sworn in as Administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA). Dr. Runge, a physician, is a nation-
ally recognized expert in motor vehicle injury
care and prevention. Prior to his appointment at
NHTSA, he served as director of the Carolinas
Center for Injury Prevention and Control in
Charlotte, North Carolina. A specialist in emer-
gency medicine, Dr. Runge’s research has
focused on the area of injury prevention and
control, particularly motor vehicle injuries. His
passion for this work comes from his experience
as a clinician in North Carolina’s busiest trauma center, which treats more
than 30,000 injuries yearly, a third of which are motor vehicle-related.

Dr. Runge is no newcomer to Safe Communities. During a 1996 fellow-
ship at NHTSA, he acted as a spokesperson for Safe Communities, lec-
turing to public health professionals and highway safety advocates from
Alabama to Alaska. In 1998, Dr. Runge secured a grant from the North
Carolina Governor’s Highway Safety Program to establish the
Mecklenburg Safe Communities Program, which is based in Charlotte,
North Carolina’s largest metropolitan area. In its first year, this program
produced Injury in Mecklenburg, a comprehensive population-based study
of injury that is now used to guide Mecklenburg County’s injury preven-
tion efforts.

For more information about Dr. Runge, contact the NHTSA Public Affairs Office
at (202) 366-9550. For more information about the Mecklenburg Safe Communities
Program, contact Theresa Cruz at (704) 355-7098 or <tcruz@carolinas.org>. n

Dr. Jeffrey W. Runge
Appointed as NHTSA
Administrator

(continued from page 1)

Preventing Impaired Driving in
December
December features two important
opportunities for Safe Communities
programs to combat impaired dri-
ving: December is National Drunk
and Drugged Driving (3D) Pre-
vention Month, and the next You
Drink & Drive. You Lose.
(YD&D.YL.) Mobilization takes
place December 15–17, 2001. Infor-
mation and resources for both cam-
paigns can be found by clicking on
the YD&D.YL. logo on the NHTSA
website at www.nhtsa.dot. gov/ or by
calling NHTSA at (888) 327-4236.

Five-Year Strategic Booster Seat
Education Plan
On July 10, 2001, 100 experts and cit-
izens came together in Washington,
D.C., to comment on the development
of NHTSA’s Five-Year Strategic
Booster Seat Education Plan. The
goal of this effort is to reduce the
deaths and injuries caused by failure
to use appropriate booster seats in the
four- to eight-year-old age group.
Among those speaking at the meeting
were representatives from Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia, SAFE
KIDS, NHTSA’s booster seat demon-
stration projects, and the International
Association of Chiefs of Police. The
plan, which will include strategies for
better educating the public about the
safety benefits of booster seats and for
enforcing the law in states that have
upgraded their child restraint laws to
include booster seats for children four
to eight years old, will be presented to
Congress in November. More infor-
mation on the plan and its implications
for Safe Communities programs will
appear in a future issue of Building Safe
Communities. n



Moving Beyond the
Community
Communities do not exist in isola-
tion. The types of traffic safety
risks found in communities are
shaped by the larger environments
of their regions, states, and the
nation as a whole, as well as the
legislative and cultural context in
which programs address these
risks. Safe Communities coalitions
have found that participating in
statewide efforts can help create an
environment and attract resources
that makes their work in their
home communities more effective.
Safe Communities of Central
Wyoming and the Shoshone and
Arapaho Tribes Safe Communities
Program participate in Wyoming’s
Statewide Impaired Driving Coal-
ition, an involvement that repre-
sentatives from these programs
believe will contribute to safety
statewide as well as in the commu-
nities in which they work.

Lorrie Pozarik, coordinator of the
statewide effort, reports, “The pur-
pose of the coalition is very simple: to
identify strategies, both community-
based and statewide, to prevent 
or reduce impaired driving in

Wyoming. The coali-
tion is made up
almost entirely of
‘experts,’ but each

has a very differ-
ent idea of what
the problem is

and what should
be done. The project is based on an
old concept: Bring together the
best minds and the best decision
makers in the state, representing
multiple points of view, and hash 
it out.”

3

Local Notes

Promoting a Safer Wyoming

In addition to the two Safe
Communities programs, the coalition
includes substance abuse treatment
providers, several large businesses,
law enforcement agencies, the Trial
Lawyers Association, Mothers
Against Drunk Driving, the Wyoming
Department of Transportation, emer-
gency medical services, and many
other agencies and organizations.
The coalition resembles a Safe
Communities program in both its
structure and its workings. Part-
icipants are involved in a three-step
process to reduce impaired driving
in Wyoming by (1) examining state
data to define the problem and
assess the resources available to
address impaired driving, (2) identi-
fying appropriate strategies, and (3)
implementing those strategies across
the state.

As Diane Guerttman of Safe
Communities of Central Wyoming
points out, “Wyoming is a very large
state. We are accustomed to travel-
ing long distances for a ball game or
to visit a friend. We have to address
the issue consistently, statewide and
locally.”

She also reports that working on 
a statewide level has benefits for 
her program: “When the governor
becomes involved, we gain access to
the media. We also gain credibility
when our message is reinforced by a
multitude of knowledgeable, experi-
enced, and respected individuals. It
enhances our efforts at the local
level.”

For more information on the Statewide
Impaired Driving Coalition, contact
Lorrie Pozarik at (307) 332-2821 or
<lpozarik@wyoming.com>. For more
information on Safe Communities of

Central Wyoming, contact Diane
Guerttman at (307) 577-2535 or
<dguerttman@wmcnet.org>. For more
information on the Shoshone and
Arapaho Tribes Safe Communities
Program, contact Raphaella Stump at
(406) 768-3892.

Moving Beyond Traffic
Safety
Safe Communities programs often
concentrate on traffic safety, a
choice justified by the annual toll of
41,000 deaths and more than 3.2 
million injuries associated with
motor vehicles.
However, expand-
ing a program’s
focus to include
other types of
injuries may be
more useful for
some communities,
and might attract
new partners and funding as well.

The Marion County Safe Com-
munities Project, located at Indiana
University’s School of Medicine in
Indianapolis, is exploring the coun-
ty’s injury problem as a whole,
beyond the injuries caused by
motor vehicles. The project origi-
nally planned to use data from
trauma centers, death certificates,
and the state crash data system.
However, the local trauma centers
could not share this data because of
confidentiality concerns and a lack
of staff to gather and process the
material. So Marion County Safe
Communities turned to one of the
county’s largest urgent care pro-
viders, which provided a database
of 30,000 records of injuries treated 

(continued on page 5)



Help Us Serve You BetterHelp Us Serve You Better
We want to know what you think about BSC (overall—not just the current issue). Please complete
this questionnaire and return it to us. Either:

Fax this form to: Marc Posner at (617) 527-4096

E-mail responses to:  mposner@edc.org

Mail this form to: Marc Posner
Education Development Center, Inc.
55 Chapel Street, Newton, MA 02458-1060

.............................................................................................

........
Please rate the usefulness of BSC and its features by circling numbers on these scales:

1 = Not Very Useful 2 = Somewhat Useful 3 = Very Useful

1. Overall newsletter rating ......................................................................................................................1 — 2 — 3

2. Feature articles (stories on initiatives, such as emphasis periods, and issues, such as 
booster seat safety) ................................................................................................................................1 — 2 — 3

3. National News (shorter updates on items of national interest) ..........................................................1 — 2 — 3

4. Local Notes (reports on Safe Communities programs) ......................................................................1 — 2 — 3

5. Resources ..............................................................................................................................................1 — 2 — 3

6. Safe Communities Calendar..................................................................................................................1 — 2 — 3

7. What’s New at the Safe Communities Service Center ........................................................................1 — 2 — 3

Have you ever:

8. Used an idea or strategy featured in BSC?................................................................................❒ Yes ❒ No

9. Ordered a resource featured in BSC?........................................................................................❒ Yes ❒ No
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10. Participated in a mobilization, conference, or other event featured in BSC?...........................❒ Yes ❒ No

11. Approximately how many people read your copy of BSC?    _________

12. What topics would you like to see featured in BSC?

13. Do you have any other suggestions or comments?
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Motor Vehicle Occupant Injury: Strategies for Increasing
Use of Child Safety Seats, Increasing Use of Safety Belts,
and Reducing Alcohol-Impaired Driving: A Report on
Recommendations of the Task Force on Community
Preventive Services: The Task Force on Community
Preventive Services is a non-Federal task force sup-
ported by staff from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. The Task Force recently released a
summary of its systematic review of strategies to
increase the use of child safety seats, increase seat belt
use, and reduce alcohol-impaired driving. The sum-
mary can be found in Morbidity and Mortality
Weekly Report Recommendations and Reports (May
18, 2001/50 [RR07]; 1–13) available on the Web at
<www.thecommunityguide.org/home_f.html>. The
full report will be published in the American Journal of
Preventive Medicine later this year.

Mired in Mediocrity: A Nationwide Report Card on Driver
and Passenger Safety: This National Safety Council

report evaluates each state’s efforts
to increase seat belt use. Individual
grades for each state’s seat belt use,
seat belt laws, unrestrained motor
vehicle fatalities for three age
groups, and law enforcement in
Operation ABC are combined into
an overall grade for the state. The
report also includes the data on
which these grades are based and
detailed tables about the situation

in each state. Mired in Mediocrity is available on the
Web at <www.nsc.org/public/arts.pdf> or from the
National Safety Council at (630) 285-1121.

South Carolina’s Click It or Ticket Campaign Model for
Boosting Belt Use in Minority Communities: This publica-
tion describes Click It or Ticket, a campaign used in

South Carolina to increase seat
belt usage among that state’s
minority communities, espe-
cially African Americans,
whose seat belt use was 10 per-
cent less than that of white
South Carolinians. South
Carolina’s strategy included
extensive outreach to and par-
ticipation by the African
American and Hispanic com-

munities, extensive use of the media, and increased
enforcement in areas with high crash rates. South
Carolina’s Click It or Ticket Campaign Model for
Boosting Seat Belt Use in Minority Communities can be
ordered from NHTSA by telephone at (888) 327-4236
or found on the Web at <www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/
injury/airbags/buckleplan/Click%20It%20Web/
index.html>.

Closing the Gap: This newsletter is published by the
Office of Minority Health (United States Department
of Health and Human Services). Each issue is devot-
ed to a specific health topic of concern to minority
communities. Issues of interest to Safe Communities
programs include Where to Begin the Search for
Funding (April/May 2001) and Cultural Competency
(February/March 2001). Closing the Gap can be found
on the Web at <www.omhrc.gov/OMH/sidebar/
omh-publications.htm>. To be placed on the mailing
list, call (800) 444-6472. n

Resources

at its four clinics. This data will be
used to investigate nonfatal injuries
not associated with motor vehicles.

Thus far, Marion County’s data
analysis has revealed that, although
motor vehicles were associated with
the largest number of injury deaths
in the county, fire, falls, and suffo-
cation also accounted for large

numbers of fatal injuries. Falls
accounted for the largest propor-
tion of nonfatal injuries treated at
the four clinics.

The Marion County Safe Com-
munities Project will target its ini-
tial efforts to preventing motor
vehicle injuries, as these still pose
the greatest risk to county resi-
dents. However, over the long run,

it hopes to be able to use its data
analysis to recruit partners and new
sources of funding and engage in
efforts to protect county residents
from an ever-wider range of
injuries.

For more information, contact Kathy
Lisby at (317) 278-7620 or <klisby@
iupui.edu>. n

(continued from page 3)



What’s New
at the 

Safe Communities 
Service Center

Visit the SCSC website!
Here’s what’s new:

Safe Communities Service Center
NHTSA Region VI

819 Taylor Street, Room 8A38
Fort Worth, TX 76102

(817) 978-3653 • Fax (817) 978-8339
Safe.Communities@nhtsa.dot.gov

www.nhtsa.dot.gov/safecommunities

1,112
Safe Communities coalitions as of 

August 2001

October 2, 2001: Walk to School Day 

October 14–27, 2001: National School Bus Safety Week 

November 19–25, 2001: Operation ABC Mobilization

December 2001: National Drunk and Drugged Driving
(3D) Prevention Month

December 3–5, 2001: Mobilizing for a SafeUSA

December 15–17, 2001: You Drink & Drive. You Lose.
Mobilization

February 10–16, 2002: Child Passenger Safety Week

May 7–9, 2002: 11th International Conference on Safe
Communities, Fort Frances, Ontario

May 12–15, 2002: Sixth World Conference on Injury
Prevention and Control, Montreal

May 20–27, 2002: Buckle Up America Week

The new On-line Resource Warehouse includes
links to new products and publications from a

variety of agencies and organizations of interest to
Safe Communities coalitions.

The Safe Communities Report to Congress 
documents the evaluation of four Safe Communities
demonstration projects and includes status reports
on several other successful coalitions. Copies can 

be ordered from the Service Center.

Please visit the Safe Communities Customer
Feedback Website at <www.nhtsa.dot.gov/

safecommunities/feedback/>. Your comments will
be used by NHTSA to design products that help 

programs do their work effectively.

Safe Communities Calendar


